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I NSTRU CTIONS, Ge.- | A 


Ir, is ordained by the Church, that 5 ſoon ae 

Children are come to a competent Age, and can ſay 
their Catechiſm, they ſhall be brought to the B. n 
to be confirmed, and that nene be admitted to the [tily 
Communion until ſuch Time as he be confirmed, or 
be ready and defirous to be confirmed. 


| To fulfil the Intent and Orders of the Church: 
in this Reſpect, it is neceſſary not only that young 
Perſons ſhould be previoully inſtructed in the fir it 
Principles of their Religion, contained in the 
Church Catechiſm, but that they ſhould likewiſe 
have a competent Knowledge of the Nature, 
End, and Deſign of Confirmation, which they are 
not likely to have till they come to a competent _ 

"Io 2 - 


x - 22 


- * 1 * 
_— — th otra ING — ele, an HOI — NES at aro. rene i} SIS < 


— — 


TT) 


Ae; but without which their Deſire of kent 
mation cannot be grounded on rational Motives; 
nor can they hope to receive all the Advantages 


of this very beneficial Inſtitution. 


The few toi plain Indtruckions, duly 
attended to by them, and inculcated and enlarged 
upon to chem by their Patents, Maſters, and 


Miniſters, it is hoped, vith the Bleſſing of God, 


may give them que Apprehenfions | in this Reſpect. 


Confirmation is that Rite whereby out Baptiſ- 


mal Covenant, entered into in our Infancy, is 
ratified and renewed by us, When we come to 
Fears of Diſcretion, in the Prefence of the 


Church and the chief Paſtor of it; by the laying 
on of whole Hands it is ſolemnized, together 


with the Pravers of the Congregatiog. 
1 ; „„ | 


This is called Confirmation on ſeveral Accounts, 
F:rjfi, On ee of the Part which the Bihop 


1 in it; by whoſe B. elſipg, with the Prayers 


of the Church, the Perſons cone may hope 


to be ſiren thened with the Iloly Ges the Com- 
forter, aue 17 be defended with GO D's heavenly 
Grace, that ihey may continue his for eder, to whom 
they arc devoted by this lolemn Delignation. 


Secondly, This may be properly called Confir- 


mation, from the Nature of the Rite 1tlclt, as 
che who. receive it are 1 confiroges and 
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derived from Scripture, which ſpeaks of new 
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and gracious Goodneſs towards them, this is more- 3 
over an Aſſurance or Confirmation to them of the 
Privileges of their Baptiſm. Agrecably to which 
this Rite was called, in the rs Church, 4 


Converts being ſealed with the Holy Spirit, Eph. 


i. 13.—iv. 30. "And ſealed by COD giving the 
| Earneſt sf the Spirit, 2 Cor. i. 22. 


Which Pal- 
lages, if they do not particularly refer to Confir- 
mation, yet the Application of theſe Scripture- 
Terms to it by the primitive Fathers, ſufficiently 
ſhews their Senſe of the Benefits 1 to 


Chriſtians by Means of it. 


Thirdly, This is called Gonf 77 mation, from the 


Part which the Perfons confirmed bear in it them- 


iclves-For hereby they do, with their own 
Mouth and Conjent, epenty, before the Church, ratify. 
and confirm the ſolemn Promiſe and Vow that <was 
made in their Name at their Baptiſm , acknow- 


| ledeing themſelves bound to believe and do all thoſe a 
| Things which their God-bathers and Gon-mothers 


then undertook N for them. 


So that this Ordinance is not to be looked 
upon, merely, as the 47 of the Biſbop, convey- 


ing his Bleſſing to the Perfons confirmed, in which 


they have nothing to do but e to receive 
It, as too many 138 0rantl) Imagine; but it ſhouid 
be conlidered as heir oon Ad and Deed likewiſe; 


| whereby they, by their own free Choice, take 


upon them their Paptilinal Vo, and lay the: m- 
V5 ſelves 


Leal, an Expreſſion 
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| Elves under ſtricter Obligations to perform it: 


The End for which this Ordinance was appointed 


being, to make us, who were baptized in our 
Infancy, more ſenſible of the Obligations we are 


under to believe and do what was then promiſed 


for us; and, in order to impreſs this Senſe the 
deeper upon our Minds, in our own Perſons. 
actually to renew that folemn Promiſe and Vow |} 
then made in our Name; and expreſsly acknow- 


Jedge ourſelves bound faithfully to obſerve ſuch 


Things, as by cur own Confeſſion we have afſented 
unto. And it is highly reaſonable and neceſſary | 
that they, who being baptized | in their Infancy, 

were not hen capable of giving any actual Conſent 


of their own to what was charitably done and un- 


dertaken for them by others, ſhould, now they 
are capable, undertake for themſelves, and by | 
their own expreſs Act, renew the Vows and Sti- © 2 
pulations of their Baptiſm, | 


+ T.0 this End, it is neceſſaty that young Per- 
ſons be well prepared and inſtructed in the Na- 
ture of their Duty in this Reſptét. It is neceſ- 
ry, when they come to a proper Age, that 
they be taught to know and underſtand what a ſo- 
 lemn Vow, Promiſe, and Profeſſica they made by 


their God-Fathers, Sc. when they were baptiſcd, 


and they ſhould alſo be diſpoſed to a lncere 
Rcadineſs and Defire to ratify and confirm the 


lame 1 in their own Perſons, 


They, who are in Duty more immediately 
concerned to ſee that this be cone, next to their 
natural 
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natural Parents, are their God-Fathers and God- :Þ 
Mothers, who had it in Charge, when they an- 
ſwered for them at the Font, to /ee that they ſhould = 


be taught, ſo ſoon as they ſhould be able to learn, 


o hat a ſolemn Vow, Promiſe, and Profeſſion they 5 
there made by tbem; as well as all other Things 
which a Chriſtian onght to know and lee 10 his 


Souls Health. 


| They were then changed likewiſe, after due 
Inſtruction in the Principles of their Religion, to 


take Care that they ſhould be brought to the 5 if op 


to be confirmed by him. So that nothing can ex- 


cuſe them from the Obligations of this Duty, 
when they have Power and e to diſ- 


charge it. 


For theſc Eads our. Church hath prepared. a 


Catechiſm, or Form of Inſtrufion, to be learned 


y Children, and by every Perſon before he be 
brought to be confirmed by the Biſhop. And, leſt 
Parents and Sureties ſhould neglect their Duty 
herein, every Miniſter is alſo ordered to inſtruct 
and examine them; to lead them by eaſy Expla- 
nations into farther Degrees of Chriſtian Knows 


ledge, the better to prepare them for that more 
ſolern Entrance into Covenant with God, waich, 7 


upon their own Knowtedge and Choi hy they 


make at their Cenſirmation. 


To ach as come thus duly prepared, and 


well diſpoſed for the Sylemnization of this 
holy Rice, it undoubtedly conveys great and real 
| 8 Benefits. 
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| Benefits. The Renewal of their Baptiſmal Co- 
Vvenant on their Part, they may aſſuredly hope, 


will intitle them to a Renewal of it on Gop's 
Part, who 1s ever ready to concur with us in 
every 5 Work : And, with regard to the pre- 
ſent Cale, it is implied in the very Notion of a 
Covenant, that ir ſhould be reciprocal. There- 
fore, by confirming their Baptiſmal Vow, they 
have the Privileges of their Baptiſm confirmed 
to them. They have the Benefit of Gop's Grace 
procured them by the Prayers of the Biſhop and 


Coyngregation in their Behalf. And having been 


previouſly inſtructed in the Principles of the 


Chriſtian Religion, they are engaged to begin 
betimes, both to conſider their Duty, and to ap- 


_ ply themſclves to the Dit charge of it. 


To convince all Perfans how deſerving of their 
devout Regard this holy Inſtitution is, ſo that 
they neither negle& it on the one Hand, nor 


approach It . thout due Reverence on the other, 


they ſhould be made ſenſible of the high Origin 


of it, and of the great Eiteem in which it hath 


been always held. That it hath been a ſolemn, 
ancient, and laudable Cuſtom in the Church of 
| Gup, continued from the Apoſtles? Time, that 
all Biſhops ſhould lay their Hands on Children 


baptized and inftrutted in the Catechiſm of Chtiſ- 


tian Religion, praying over them, and bieiling 
them“. „Th it this holy Action, for the greater 


Solemnity of it, is reſerved to be performed by 


the Biſhop alone. — Tat it hata the Sanction of 
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Scripture as well as Antiquity for its Support] ® 
and is grounded on the Practice both of our Sa- 43 
viour CnrsT and his Apoſtles. For we learn, 


that our bleſſed Lorp encouraged Children to 


come to him, and rebuked thoſe that would have 
kept them from him; and that he laid his Hands 
upon them, and b:efſed them, Mark x. 16. And 
when Philip had baptized the People of Samaria, 
the Apoſtles which were at Jeruſalem ſent unto them 
Peter and John, who laid their Hands on them, 
ond they received the Holy Ghoſt, Acts viii. 14, 17. 

So likewiſe, When ine Diſciples, whom Paul 


ſound at Eybeſus, had been baptized in the Name 


of the Lord Feſus, he laid his Hands upon them, 


end the Holy Ghoſt came on them, Chap. xix. 6. 


And the laying on af: Hands is reckoned among 
thoſe Principles of the Doctrine of CHAIST, from 
which his Diiciples may $0 o unto Perfection, | 


| Heb, vi. Je 


Thus we ſee the laying on of the Apoſtles? 
Hands was attended with no lefs Conſequence 
than the Deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt. And though 


it is not from hence pretended that the Biſhops. 


have any inherent Power of conferring the Holy 
Ghoſt; for neither had the Apoſtles themſelves 
in Reality any ſuch, as it was Gop who gave the 


Spirit to thoſe on whom they laid their "Hands : . 


Yet we may humbly hope, that by the fervent | 
Prayers of the B:ſhop and Church, accompany- 


ing this very folemn and ſignticant Ceremony, 


they, on whom he lays his Hands ſhall in 
receive the Graces of the 
Holy 


20006 


3 3 , 8 
— —— EET — — 
- — — — — — — 


— — — 


n 
5-50 Spirit, if they do but worthily prepare 


2 When ket for that Purpoſe, For we have a. 
Promiſe of Gop on which to build ſuch a Hope, 
CnaR1sT having declared, that Gop will give 742 
Holy Spirit to them that aſk him: We have there- 
fore more Reaſon to hope that he will give him, 
when he is fo earneſtly and ſolemnly aſked of 
him by the Paſtors of his Church, whom he hath. 
appointed not only to prey. tory: but to bleſs his 


People. 


It ISA Cuſtom: too prevalent in ſome Places, 
tor People to preſs to be confirmed, who have 


received Confirmation, perhaps, leveral Times | 


before; but this proceeds from their not conſi- 


dering what Confirmation means. As there is but 
one Baptiſm, ſo there is required but one ſolemn. 


Ratifica-ian or Confirmation of it. No Chriſtian 


therefore needs, or indeed ought, to deſire to be 
confirmed oltener than once. | 


This is what fm a e to be known 


by young Perſons, before they come to be con- 


firmed, in order to render this à reaſonable Ser- 


vice. Having received Confirmation, under ſuch 
a Cue Senſe of it, it is to be hoped they will pay 


2 greater Regard to the Obligations under which 


it lays them; and as this is a good Means of 


preſerving their Innocence, and training them up 
In an early Piety, the Advantages of which are 
ineſtimable, they will be the more likely from 


thenceforward to grow in Grace; to become 
Fa and tre 5 ae or the baly Sm: 
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hath. 
s his own Child by Adoption, and to incorporate me 
into thy holy Church, and haſt called me to the 
Knowledge of thy Grace, and Faith in thee; in- 
creaſe this Knowledge, and confirm this Faith 
Give me ſuch a due Senſe of 
Iche Vows and Privileges of my Baptiſm, that I 
may be willing and deſirous to renew and con- 
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munion ;—to hold faſt the Profeſſion of theie © 
Faith ;—and to perſevere in the conſtant Practice 


of Virtue and Religion to the End of their Days. 


147 p R A YER to be uſed frequently befere 


CONFIRMATION. 


A Log ghty Gop and moſt merciful Father, 
who haſt vouchſafed to receive me for thine. 


jn me evermore : 


firm thoſe Vows in my own Name, and may be 


confirmed in my Title tathoſe ineſtisable Pri- 


vileges through Jesus CHRIST our Lord. Amen. 


Pn AYER 10 be added to our daily Devotions after 
CONFIRMATION, at leaſt till ſuch Time as we re- 
cei de the Holy Communion, 


0 Moſt gracious and bleſſed Lonp God, Who 


art the Author and Finiſher of every 
good Work, without whom nothing is ſtrong, 
nothing is holy; I moſt humbly beſeech thee, 
that as I have been dedicated to thee by Bap- 
tiſm, and have ſince devoted myſelf to the Obe- 


dience of thy Laws, by thoſe ſolemn Engage- 
ments which I have Jately renewed and made be. 


tore thee and thy Church at my Confirmation; 
vouchlafe me the Aſſiſtance of hy Grace 155 i 
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Spirit, to enable me to perſevere in a Chriſ.| 
Courſe of Life, and to perform the Vows 


and Reſolutions which I have made to ſerve and 


obey thee. To this end, defend me, O Loxv, 


Vith thy heavenly Grace and. Benediction, that 


I may. continue thine for ever, and daily increaſe 


in thy Holy Spirit more and more, until I come 


unte thine everlaſting kingdom: And let thy 


F fatherly Hand, I beſeech thee, ever be over me; 


i Word, that in the End I fy obtain everlaſting 


let thy Holy Spirit be ever with me; and fo lead 
me in the Knowledge and Obedience of thy 


C RIST our Lox D. Amen. 
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